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CARD 4

















“I own my own home so there is no help for people like me”














CARD 3




















“I don’t want to up in residential care but I suppose I will”


























CARD 2











 “I know that I won’t


always want to stay in my current home – it is just too much to look after. I’m just not sure about the best time to move” 














CARD 1








“I want to stay in my current home for as long as I am able. Can I do anything now that might make this a more realistic possibility?”











CARD 2


Answers checklist





i) Think about what you like and don’t like about your current housing, and what you want ideally from alternative housing.





ii) Read through the ‘Staying Put or Moving Home’ brochure and research your realistic alternative housing options. Go through the checklist of factors that you need to take into account when thinking about moving. 





iii) Possibly phone elderly accommodation counsel to further discuss your options, or talk to family and friends, but remembering that it is still your decision, and no-one else can decide what is best for you.











CARD 4


Answers checklist





i) Whilst there is no specific housing allowance for low income owner occupiers, there is some help available.





ii) Owner occupiers can apply for council tax benefit and a range of non housing welfare benefits such as pension credit and attendance allowance 





 iii) Help with adaptations is available to people in all types of housing, albeit means tested.





iv) There is no national grant scheme to help with the cost of home repairs but local councils do have the discretion to help and some offer loans. Home improvement agencies offer practical help with repairs and adaptations and some run low cost odd job services.








CARD 3





Answers checklist





i) The majority of older people do not “end up” in residential care. Most live in the general housing stock and it is government policy to support older people to live in their own homes for as long as possible, 





ii) New ‘extra care housing’ schemes are being built and these are seen as a real alternative to care homes for many people.





iii) No one can guarantee that they will never have to use a care home, but the average age of people in this accommodation is now into the upper 80s. 











CARD 1


Answers checklist





i) Check through ‘Is your home ready for retirement’ brochure to see which of the suggestions for work to your home might be applicable to your situation.





ii) You might also want to ask around about recommended services that other people have found useful when they can no longer do things for themselves eg. a gardener or odd job service, recommended cleaner or service that helps with shopping, or local community transport facility. 











